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Catholicism and Democracy is a history of Catholic political thinking from the French Revolution to the
present day. Emile Perreau-Saussine investigates the church's response to liberal democracy, a political
system for which the church was utterly unprepared.

Looking at leading philosophers and political theologians--among them Joseph de Maistre, Alexis de
Tocqueville, and Charles Péguy--Perreau-Saussine shows how the church redefined its relationship to the
State in the long wake of the French Revolution. Disenfranchised by the fall of the monarchy, the church in
France at first embraced that most conservative of ideologies, "ultramontanism" (an emphasis on the central
role of the papacy). Catholics whose church had lost its national status henceforth looked to the papacy for
spiritual authority. Perreau-Saussine argues that this move paradoxically combined a fundamental
repudiation of the liberal political order with an implicit acknowledgment of one of its core principles, the
autonomy of the church from the state. However, as Perreau-Saussine shows, in the context of twentieth-
century totalitarianism, the Catholic Church retrieved elements of its Gallican heritage and came to embrace
another liberal (and Gallican) principle, the autonomy of the state from the church, for the sake of its
corollary, freedom of religion. Perreau-Saussine concludes that Catholics came to terms with liberal
democracy, though not without abiding concerns about the potential of that system to compromise freedom
of religion in the pursuit of other goals.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of
Political Thought. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important any book Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
study.

Roberto Reyes:

The particular book Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Hubert Drummond:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Jeannette Coleman:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Catholicism and Democracy: An Essay in the History of Political Thought provide you
with a new experience in reading a book.
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