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The fall of Saddam Hussein's brutal regime brought the first glimpse of freedom for Iraq and unleashed
elation, resentment, and chaos. On the one hand, there is hope: the Iraqi people have their first chance at
independence. On the other hand, there is despair: the country is exploding with violent sectarian and
political power struggles. Through it all, Iraq has remained an enigma to much of the world. What is it about
this country that makes for such a seemingly intractable situation? How did Iraq's particular history lead to
its present circumstances? And what can we fear or hope for in the coming years?

Fouad Ajami, one of the world's foremost authorities on Middle Eastern politics, offers a brilliant,
illuminating, and lyrical portrait of the ongoing struggle for Iraq and of the American encounter with that
volatile Arab land. Ajami situates the current unrest within the context of Iraq's recent history of dictatorship
and its rich, diverse cultural heritage. He applies his incisive political commentary, his broad and deep
historical view, his mastery of the Arabic language and Arabic sources, and his lustrous prose to every aspect
of his subject, wresting a coherent, fascinating, and textured picture from the media storm of fragmented
information.

In the few years after the Iraq war began, Ajami made many trips to that country and met Iraqis of all
ethnicities, religions, politics, and regions. Looking beneath the familiar media images of Iraq and the war,
Ajami visits with individuals representing the breadth of Iraq's populace, from Sunni leaders and Shia clerics
to Kurdish politicians and poets, Iraqi policemen, and ordinary people voting for the first time in their lives.
He also hears from American soldiers on the ground, and the result of all his encounters is an astonishing
portrayal of a land that has emerged as a crucial battleground between American power and the wider forces
of Arab religious and political extremism.

With his unrivaled access -- he has been granted an audience with the great, reclusive Shia cleric Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani and been admitted into the sacred shrine of Imam Ali in Najaf for a discussion with its
religious scholars -- Ajami provides an intimate portrait that draws on both his learning and his lifelong
interest in the traditions and the history of Iraq. With his commentator's eye, his scholarly depth of
understanding, his poetic ear, and his abiding love for the Middle East, Fouad Ajami is an essential voice for
our times. The Foreigner's Gift is the book we all need to read in order to understand what is happening in
Iraq today and what the future might hold for all of us.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

The book The Foreigner's Gift: The Americans, the Arabs, and the Iraqis in Iraq will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Foreigner's Gift: The Americans, the Arabs, and the
Iraqis in Iraq is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Berneice Ritzman:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Foreigner's Gift: The Americans, the Arabs, and the Iraqis in Iraq
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Catherine Poppe:

The book untitled The Foreigner's Gift: The Americans, the Arabs, and the Iraqis in Iraq contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored
by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice read.

Karen Huff:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims
The Foreigner's Gift: The Americans, the Arabs, and the Iraqis in Iraq.
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