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Vivacious, unconventional, candid, and straight, Helen Branson operated a gay bar in Los Angeles in the
1950s—America’s most anti-gay decade. After years of fending off drunken passes as an entertainer in
cocktail bars, this divorced grandmother preferred the wit, variety, and fun she found among homosexual
men. Enjoying their companionship and deploring their plight, she gave her gay friends a place to socialize.
Though at the time California statutes prohibited homosexuals from gathering in bars, Helen’s place was
relaxed, suave, and remarkably safe from police raids and other anti-homosexual hazards. In 1957 she
published her extraordinary memoir Gay Bar, the first book by a heterosexual to depict the lives of
homosexuals with admiration, respect, and love.
    In this new edition of Gay Bar, Will Fellows interweaves Branson’s chapters with historical perspective
provided through his own insightful commentary and excerpts gleaned from letters and essays appearing in
gay publications of the period. Also included is the original introduction to the book by maverick 1950s
psychiatrist Blanche Baker. The eclectic selection of voices gives the flavor of American life in that
extraordinary age of anxiety, revealing how gay men saw themselves and their circumstances, and how
others perceived them.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a
Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
ideal book with you?

Luis Ray:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Gay Bar: The
Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a
Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950sis the main of several books that everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that
you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Lisa Knight:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Gay Bar: The
Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s.

Maureen Bonds:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By the book Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her Boys in the
1950s we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must like to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your



life with that book Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s. You
can more pleasing than now.
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