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Through an empirical, multi-archival study of a transnational foundation—the Harvard-Yenching Institute
(HYI) from the 1920s to the early 1950s—this book presents the story of transplanting Western/American
humanities scholarship into Asia/China and addresses central questions in U.S.-China relations. This book
focuses on the HYI’s programs in teaching, research, and publication of Chinese humanities within China to
the early 1950s and, to a lesser extent, its activities at Harvard that had close ties with its China side.
Through the HYI story, the author examines in depth the cooperation, tensions, adaptation, and integration in
the operation, management, and governance of the HYI’s programs on both sides of the Pacific, and the
complex multi-layered interactions between American educators and their Chinese partners, treating each
side sympathetically but without losing sight of the big picture. As the first comprehensive study on the
subject, the book adopts a concept of “cultural engineering,” which is defined as a conscious design to use
cultural heritage to recreate culture in order to promote a society's development, to look at key issues in a
way which accounts for interactions and initiatives on both sides and shows the difficult path toward
developing common interests without neglecting tensions and conflicts, thus going beyond the various one-
sided historiographies which pit Chinese against Americans or nativist rejection of modernity against cultural
imperialism.

The HYI experience in China from the 1920s to the early 1950s resonates down to the present day in
American relations with the world. The United States faces many similar challenges in the Middle East,
Asia, Africa, and Latin America today as in revolutionary China of the 1920s to 1950s. Therefore, this study
offers a window onto many issues relating to cross-cultural interactions today, especially between the United
States and non-Western nations.
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From reader reviews:

Rosario Jones:

The book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China,
1924-1951 make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make examining a book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the
Humanities in China, 1924-1951 to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like available and read a publication The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking
the Humanities in China, 1924-1951. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Linda Thomas:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951 book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Danielle Burdette:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951 can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ora Orozco:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951 to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to
be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Harvard-
Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951 can to be your
brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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