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“The Greatest War Story of All – Takes rank with All Quiet on the Western Front. She fulfilled in every
respect the conditions which made the terrible profession of a spy dignified and honourable. Dwelling behind
the German line within sound of cannon, she continually obtained and sent information of the highest
importance to the British Intelligence Authorities. Her tale is a thrilling one … the main description of her
life and intrigues and adventures is undoubtedly authentic. I was unable to stop reading it until 4 a.m.”

Winston Churchill 1932

With her medical studies cut short by the 1914 German invasion, her house burned down and her father
arrested for suspected‘sharpshooting’, it was perhaps unsurprising that the multi-lingual Marthe Mckenna
(née Cnockaert, codename ‘Laura’) was recruited by British Intelligence. At the time she worked as a nurse
tending the wounds of occupying soldiers, and as a waitress in her parents’ café in the Belgian border town
of Roulers.

I Was a Spy! is McKenna’s vivid narrative of these breath-taking adventures as she, aided by a gallant band
of loyal locals, goes undercover to sabotage enemy phone lines, report suspicious activity or train
movements, and even instigate an aerial attack on a planned visit by the Kaiser.

This thrilling account goes on to explain how, in 1916, the young nurse was caught by the Germans placing
dynamite in a disused sewer tunnel underneath an ammunition dump. She was sentenced to the firing squad
and only survived due to the Iron Cross honour received as a result of her earlier medical service . Mckenna
was later mentioned by Douglas Haig in British Despatches and was awarded the French and Belgian Orders
of the Legion of Honour for her espionage work.

REVIEWS

Straight out of Boys' Own Paper! I was reading stories like this in my comics in the 1950s, never quite able
to believe that such things actually happened, and that such people actually really existed!’
Books Monthly UK

McKenna's style is a breathless mix of Celia Johnson crossed with Enid Blyton... she drives her narrative at a
brisk clip and becomes an entertaining and rather endearing companion.
The Independent UK



This re-issue of a gripping tale of the wartime adventures of a legendary heroine, perhaps ranking alongside
the legendary Violette Szabo, is one to be welcomed. Churchill was not the only one who could not stop
reading this until 4am!
-Britain at War

Written at an electric pace … McKenna’s is an unremitting adventure
-All About History – History of War Magazine recommends section

Her tale is a thrilling one. The main description of her life and intrigues and adventures is undoubtedly
authentic. I was unable to stop reading it until 4 a.m.” The pages of this book are dramatically riddled with
suspicion, fear and excruciating, life-and-death tension....fast-paced bit of remarkable reading.
Toy Soldier and Model Figure Magazine
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Elam:

The actual book I Was a Spy!: The Classic Account of Behind-the-Lines Espionage in the First World War
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book I Was a
Spy!: The Classic Account of Behind-the-Lines Espionage in the First World War is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mary Barnett:

I Was a Spy!: The Classic Account of Behind-the-Lines Espionage in the First World War can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight
arrangement in writing I Was a Spy!: The Classic Account of Behind-the-Lines Espionage in the First World
War however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Alice Ressler:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be I Was a Spy!: The Classic Account of Behind-the-Lines Espionage in the First
World War why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Stephanie Hopkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that can
you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this I Was a Spy!: The Classic Account of Behind-the-
Lines Espionage in the First World War.
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