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How is it that cultures come into existence at all? How do cultures develop particular customs and
characteristics rather than others? How do cultures persist and change over time? Most previous attempts to
address these questions have been descriptive and historical. The purpose of this book is to provide answers
that are explanatory, predictive, and relevant to the emergence and continuing evolution of cultures past,
present, and future. Most other investigations into "cultural psychology" have focused on the impact that
culture has on the psychology of the individual. The focus of this book is the reverse.

The authors show how questions about the origins and evolution of culture can be fruitfully answered
through rigorous and creative examination of fundamental characteristics of human cognition, motivation,
and social interaction. They review recent theory and research that, in many different ways, points to the
influence of basic psychological processes on the collective structures that define cultures. These processes
operate in all sorts of different populations, ranging from very small interacting groups to grand-scale masses
of people occupying the same demographic or geographic category. The cultural effects--often unintended--
of individuals' thoughts and actions are demonstrated in a wide variety of customs, ritualized practices, and
shared mythologies: for example, religious beliefs, moral standards, rules for the allocation of resources,
norms for the acceptable expression of aggression, gender stereotypes, and scientific values.

The Psychological Foundations of Culture reveals that the consequences of psychological processes resonate
well beyond the disciplinary constraints of psychology. By taking a psychological approach to questions
usually addressed by anthropologists, sociologists, and other social scientists, it suggests that psychological
research into the foundations of culture is a useful--perhaps even necessary--complement to other forms of
inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Crider:

Typically the book The Psychological Foundations of Culture will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Psychological Foundations of Culture is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Thomas Krieg:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Psychological Foundations of
Culture that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you could pick The Psychological Foundations of Culture become your own starter.

Joseph Southard:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually The Psychological Foundations of Culture. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Ross Turner:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Psychological Foundations of Culture was filled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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