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Humankind has had a long and intimate association with gourds, and one of them, the bottle gourd, or
calabash, may have been man's first cultivated plant. Although grown in the United States today primarily as
ornamentals, in other parts of the world gourds have many other important uses. With charming text and
stunning black-and-white photographs, The Gourd Book provides fascinating scientific information and
folklore about these remarkable plants and keys for identifying species.

The first part of the book deals with tree gourds, widely used as containers and for decoration;
the Cucurbita gourds, including the buffalo gourd, the Turk's turban, the silver-seed gourd, and the Malabar
gourd, all utilized as food, and the beautiful ornamental gourds; the loofah gourds, popular as cosmetic
sponges; minor gourds, such as the snake, wax, bitter, teasel, and hedgehog, sometimes used as food or
medicine; and gourds mentioned in the Bible.

The second part takes up the bottle gourd, which has been used for thousands of years. Even today this gourd
is almost indispensable in many parts of the tropics, where species are used to make containers, musical
instruments, and clothing, as food and medicine, and in art. The book concludes with a discussion of the
gourd in folklore and myth and an appendix on growing, hybridizing, and preserving gourds for decoration.
Delightfully written for general readers, this book will also appeal to botanists, anthropologists,
horticulturists, and everyone interested in plants or gardening.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Fisher:

The book The Gourd Book can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Gourd Book? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Gourd Book has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Gardner:

The book The Gourd Book has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Norma Lorentzen:

Beside this particular The Gourd Book in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
The Gourd Book because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but
you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from today!

Richard Freed:

This The Gourd Book is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Gourd Book can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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