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Mediums, Monks, and Amulets is a sophisticated yet accessible study of the state of popular Buddhist beliefs
as they are practiced in Thailand today. Using a combination of focused case studies and analysis, Pattana
Kitiarsa explores the nature and evolution of popular Buddhism over the past three decades by focusing on
those individuals who practice, popularize, and profit from it.

The case studies profiled include prominent spirit mediums and magic monks, the lottery fever surrounding
the posthumous cult of folk singer Phumphuang Duangchan, the Chatukham-Rammathep amulet craze, and
the cult of wealth attributed to preeminent monk Luang Pho Khun. It also explores the history of both
popular and official opinion surrounding supernatural Buddhism, and its clashes with the rationalist,
modernizing policies of Thailand's monarchy and government.

Mediums, Monks, and Amulets contests the viewpoint that supernatural elements within popular Buddhism
are a symptom of the decline of the religion. Instead, it argues that this hybridity between traditional
Buddhist beliefs and elements from other religions is in fact indicative of the health and wealth of Buddhism
as it negotiates large-scale commercialization and global modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Here thing why that Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content than it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism
Today giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today in e-book can be your substitute.

John Kuykendall:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Mediums, Monks, and Amulets:
Thai Popular Buddhism Today that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you could pick Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today become your starter.

Raymond Blalock:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai
Popular Buddhism Today can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

James Vera:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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