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The Olmecs are renowned for their massive carved stone heads and other sculptures, the first stone
monuments produced in Mesoamerica. Seven decades of archaeological research have given us many
insights into the lifeways of the Olmecs, who inhabited parts of the modern Mexican states of Veracruz and
Tabasco from around 1150 to 400 BC, and there are several good books that summarize the current
interpretations of Olmec prehistory. But these formal studies don't describe the field experiences of the
archaeologists who made the discoveries. What was it like to endure the Olmec region's heat, humidity,
mosquitoes, and ticks to bring that ancient society to light? How did unforeseen events and luck alter
carefully planned research programs and the conclusions drawn from them? And, importantly, how did local
communities and individuals react to the research projects and discoveries in their territories?

In this engaging book, a leading expert on the Olmecs tells those stories from his own experiences and those
of his predecessors, colleagues, and students. Beginning with the first modern explorations in the 1920s,
David Grove recounts how generations of archaeologists and local residents have uncovered the Olmec past
and pieced together a portrait of this ancient civilization that left no written records. The stories are full of
fortuitous discoveries and frustrating disappointments, helpful collaborations and deceitful shenanigans.
What emerges is an unconventional history of Olmec archaeology, a lively introduction to archaeological
fieldwork, and an exceptional overview of all that we currently know about the Olmecs.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Discovering the Olmecs: An
Unconventional History (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Michael Kimbrell:

The experience that you get from Discovering the Olmecs: An Unconventional History (William and Bettye
Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Discovering the Olmecs: An Unconventional History (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and
Cultur) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Discovering the
Olmecs: An Unconventional History (William and Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur)
instantly.

Elbert Gibson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Discovering the Olmecs: An Unconventional History (William and
Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Ruth Frye:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside



search likes. Maybe you answer may be Discovering the Olmecs: An Unconventional History (William and
Bettye Nowlin Series in Art, History, and Cultur) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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