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A riveting account of the watershed moment in America’s dealings with China that forever altered the course
of East-West relations

As 1945 opened, America was on surprisingly congenial terms with China’s Communist rebels—their
soldiers treated their American counterparts as heroes, rescuing airmen shot down over enemy territory.
Chinese leaders talked of a future in which American money and technology would help lift China out of
poverty. Mao Zedong himself held friendly meetings with U.S. emissaries, vowing to them his intention of
establishing an American-style democracy in China.

By year’s end, however, cordiality had been replaced by chilly hostility and distrust. Chinese Communist
soldiers were setting ambushes for American marines in north China; Communist newspapers were
portraying the United States as an implacable imperialist enemy; civil war in China was erupting. The pattern
was set for a quarter century of almost total Sino-American mistrust, with the devastating wars in Korea and
Vietnam among the consequences.

Richard Bernstein here tells the incredible story of that year’s sea change, brilliantly analyzing its many
components, from ferocious infighting among U.S. diplomats, military leaders, and opinion makers to the
complex relations between Mao and his patron, Stalin.

On the American side, we meet experienced “China hands” John Paton Davies and John Stewart Service,
whose efforts at negotiation made them prey to accusations of Communist sympathy; FDR’s special
ambassador Patrick J. Hurley, a decorated general and self-proclaimed cowboy; and Time journalist, Henry
Luce, whose editorials helped turn the tide of American public opinion. On the Chinese side, Bernstein
reveals the ascendant Mao and his intractable counterpart, Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek; and the
indispensable Zhou Enlai.
           
A tour de force of narrative history, China 1945 examines the first episode in which American power and
good intentions came face-to-face with a powerful Asian revolutionary movement, and challenges familiar
assumptions about the origins of modern Sino-American relations. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crawford:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice.

Kevin Ortiz:

This book untitled China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Vincent Peck:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice.

Clifford Hudgins:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice it
is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.
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