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Wives, Slaves, and Concubines argues that Dutch colonial practices and law created a new set of social and
economic divisions in Batavia-Jakarta, modern-day Indonesia, to deal with difficult realities in Southeast
Asia. Jones uses compelling stories from ordinary Asian women to explore the profound structural changes
occurring at the end of the early colonial period—changes that helped birth the modern world order. Based
on previously untapped criminal proceedings and testimonies by women who appeared before the Dutch East
India Company’s Court of Alderman, this fascinating study details the ways in which demographic and
economic realities transformed the social and legal landscape of 18th-century Batavia-Jakarta.

 

Southeast Asian women played an inordinately important role in the functioning of the early modern Asia
Trade and in the short- and long-term operations of the Dutch East India Company (VOC). Southeast Asia
was a place where most individuals operated within an intricate web of multiple, fluid, situational, and
reciprocal social relationships ranging from dependence to bondedness to slavery. The 18th century
represents an important turning point: the relatively open and autonomous Asia Trade that prompted
Columbus to set sail had begun to give way to an age of high imperialism and European economic
hegemony. How did these changes affect life for ordinary women in early modern Dutch Asia, and how did
the transformations wrought by Dutch colonialism alter their lives?

 

The VOC created a legal division that favored members of mixed VOC families, those in which Asian
women married men employed by the VOC. Thus, employment—not race—became the path to legal
preference, a factor that disadvantaged the rest of the Asian women. In short, colonialism created a new
underclass in Asia, one that had a particularly female cast. By the latter half of the 18th century, an
increasingly operational dichotomy of slave and free supplanted an otherwise fluid system of reciprocal
bondedness. The inherent divisions of this new system engendered social friction, especially as the emergent
early modern economic order demanded new, tractable forms of labor. Dutch domestic law gave power to
female elites in Dutch Asia, but it left the majority of women vulnerable to the more privileged on both sides
of this legal divide. Slaves fled and violence erupted when traditional expectations of social mobility collided
with new demands from the masters and the state.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Owens:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Wives,
Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Chris Barrentine:

The actual book Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Wives,
Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Maria Trussell:

This Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia is great reserve for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Rod Reese:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This specific Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female
Underclass in Dutch Asia can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Wives,
Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia.
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