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I Swear I Saw This records visionary anthropologist Michael Taussig’s reflections on the fieldwork
notebooks he kept through forty years of travels in Colombia. Taking as a starting point a drawing he made
in Medellin in 2006—as well as its caption, “I swear I saw this”—Taussig considers the fieldwork notebook
as a type of modernist literature and the place where writers and other creators first work out the imaginative
logic of discovery.

 

Notebooks mix the raw material of observation with reverie, juxtaposed, in Taussig’s case, with drawings,
watercolors, and newspaper cuttings, which blend the inner and outer worlds in a fashion reminiscent of
Brion Gysin and William Burroughs’s surreal cut-up technique. Focusing on the small details and
observations that are lost when writers convert their notes into finished pieces, Taussig calls for new ways of
seeing and using the notebook as form. Memory emerges as a central motif in I Swear I Saw This as he
explores his penchant to inscribe new recollections in the margins or directly over the original entries days or
weeks after an event. This palimpsest of afterthoughts leads to ruminations on Freud’s analysis of dreams,
Proust’s thoughts on the involuntary workings of memory, and Benjamin’s theories of history—fieldwork,
Taussig writes, provokes childhood memories with startling ease.

 

I Swear I Saw This exhibits Taussig’s characteristic verve and intellectual audacity, here combined with a
revelatory sense of intimacy. He writes, “drawing is thus a depicting, a hauling, an unraveling, and being
impelled toward something or somebody.” Readers will exult in joining Taussig once again as he follows the
threads of a tangled skein of inspired associations.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline I Swear I Saw This:
Drawings in Fieldwork Notebooks, Namely My Own suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled I Swear I Saw This: Drawings in Fieldwork Notebooks,
Namely My Ownis a single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this guide.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Charlotte Cooper:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book I Swear I Saw This: Drawings in Fieldwork Notebooks, Namely
My Own it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Ronald Tanaka:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve I Swear I Saw This: Drawings in Fieldwork Notebooks, Namely
My Own was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.

Joyce Hynes:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book I Swear I Saw This: Drawings in Fieldwork
Notebooks, Namely My Own to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book



and learn it. Beside that the reserve I Swear I Saw This: Drawings in Fieldwork Notebooks, Namely My
Own can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of these time.
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